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western New York community, and his 
brothers and sisters of Buffalo Profes-
sional Firefighters Local 282. 

The city of good neighbors and a 
grateful nation are forever indebted to 
firefighter Jason Arno for his selfless 
sacrifice. 

f 

UKRAINE FREEDOM CRUCIAL 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, last week, The Wash-
ington Times featured a thoughtful 
open letter from Clifford D. May, presi-
dent of the Foundation for Defense of 
Democracies, to President Biden. He 
wrote: ‘‘Dear Mr. President, first, 
kudos to you for going to Kyiv.’’ 

‘‘For the past year, you’ve been pro-
viding the Ukrainians enough weapons 
to prevent them from losing but not 
enough . . . to drive out the [Putin] in-
vaders. Why not ask such military ex-
perts as retired General Jack Keane 
what’s necessary to get the job done as 
fast as possible?’’ 

‘‘The moral argument for supporting 
Ukraine is obvious to most people but 
you still haven’t made clear why its de-
fense is a vital American national in-
terest. . . . The rulers of neoimperialist 
Russia, Communist China, and Islamic 
Iran share a goal: the diminishment—if 
not death—of the United States.’’ 

In conclusion, God bless our troops 
who successfully protected America for 
20 years as the global war on terrorism 
continues moving from the Afghani-
stan safe haven to America. 

Congratulations, Ambassador Georgi 
Panayotov, for the Library of Congress 
National Bulgaria Day reception. 

f 

HARRIET TUBMAN DAY 

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker, 
the contributions of women run deep 
throughout the history of America and 
the fabric of our entire Nation. 

One such woman was Harriet Tub-
man, who escaped slavery and dedi-
cated her life’s mission to ensuring 
freedom for others. 

Building a network of abolitionists, 
Harriet Tubman organized safe houses 
throughout the Underground Railroad, 
including in my district, while making 
rescues and freeing others who were 
previously enslaved. 

As she put it, there are one of two 
things that she had a right to—liberty 
or death. 

Madam Speaker, on International 
Women’s Day and 2 days before Harriet 
Tubman Day, we remember her. When 
we look at young girls in Afghanistan 
and we look at young girls in other 
parts of the world like Iran seeking to 
have education, we remember Harriet 
Tubman. When we fight for equal pay 
for equal work, we remember Harriet 

Tubman. When we fight and advocate 
for a woman’s right to choose, we re-
member Harriet Tubman. When we 
help those mothers that try to seek 
asylum at the border with their chil-
dren, Madam Speaker, we remember 
Harriet Tubman. 

Let’s remember Harriet Tubman 
today as we celebrate International 
Women’s Day. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF LEWIS 
BEAR 

(Mr. GAETZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker, it is 
my honor to rise and celebrate the life 
of one of the greatest Florida men to 
have ever lived: Lewis Bear. 

Lewis was a legend for all times. He 
was a prolific businessman and an even 
more prolific philanthropist. Lewis was 
CEO of Florida’s oldest privately held 
company, the Lewis Bear Company. It 
was started by his grandfather in 1876. 
Lewis grew this small family grocery 
distribution business to one of Flor-
ida’s largest beer distributors. If you 
have cracked open a beer in my dis-
trict, there is a pretty good chance 
that Lewis moved it. 

Lewis’ generosity did not stop with 
libations. Through the Lewis Bear 
Family Foundation, he donated tens of 
millions of dollars to local organiza-
tions and charities, including hospitals 
and nonprofits focused on curing child-
hood cancer. He single-handedly pro-
tected the Deepwater Horizon oil spill 
settlement funds for northwest Florida 
and saw that the money was used for 
lasting economic development. 

I know that Lewis will be sorely 
missed by our family and by his family, 
especially by his wife, Belle, and their 
three children: Lewis, Cindi, and David. 

Northwest Florida will never be the 
same without Lewis Bear. We are cer-
tainly grateful that we had my friend 
for 82 years. 

f 

CONGRESS MUST ADDRESS 
STUDENT DEBT 

(Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today as an edu-
cator who spent 10 years as a college 
instructor and administrator to sup-
port the President’s student debt relief 
plan, which is now currently under 
threat by the Supreme Court. 

When I was in the classroom, I saw 
my students taking out loans to pay 
for basic needs like rent or food. We 
tell young people to get an education, 
to go to college, to work toward your 
chance at the American Dream, but for 
so many, that means taking out tens of 
thousands of dollars in student loans. 

Student loan debt also disproportion-
ately impacts low-income students, 
and millions of students may not have 
access to financial training or advice. 

To this day, I am also paying off my 
student loans, and I have former stu-
dents who continue to struggle with 
student debt years after they have 
graduated. 

Yes, we need to do more to address 
college affordability and access, but we 
must address student debt. 

If the Supreme Court takes the dan-
gerous, irresponsible step of ending re-
lief to student borrowers, then Con-
gress has a duty to codify the Presi-
dent’s debt relief plan and protect 
these 40 million Americans. 

f 

GET OUR FISCAL HOUSE IN ORDER 
(Mr. FULCHER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FULCHER. Madam Speaker, not 
long ago, America was the largest en-
ergy producer in the world. Gas was af-
fordable, and groceries weren’t worth 
an entire paycheck. These are not far-
away memories from our country’s by-
gone golden era—this was the reality 
for Americans just a few years ago. 

Government spending has increased 
over $9 trillion since President Biden 
has taken office. This predictably re-
sulted in the highest inflation in four 
decades. American families have had to 
bear the brunt of this crisis, yet my 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
still seem to have no plan to tackle in-
flation outside of spending more tax-
payer money. 

House Republicans have been clear 
about our mission in 2023: set our fiscal 
house in order so that we can lower the 
cost of living for Americans. We can 
find solutions to our debt crisis by 
working on new budgetary framework 
focused on fiscal restraint. 

Republicans’ commitment to Amer-
ica offers tangible solutions to set us 
on that path—from strengthening our 
supply chains to enacting progrowth 
policies. 

f 

DELIVERING FOR RHODE ISLAND’S 
COMMERCIAL FISHING INDUSTRY 
(Mr. MAGAZINER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MAGAZINER. Madam Speaker, 
last month, I had the opportunity to 
visit the Port of Galilee in Narragan-
sett, Rhode Island, one of the most pro-
ductive commercial fishing ports in the 
entire Northeast. Galilee is home to 
more than 270 commercial fishing 
boats, supporting 3,500 jobs and landing 
more than 16 million pounds of seafood 
per year. 

As a member of the Natural Re-
sources Committee, I am committed to 
fighting for resources for America’s 
ports and to supporting the commer-
cial fishing industry, which is vital to 
how we feed our Nation and support 
our economy. 

I am also introducing a bill to secure 
a voice for the Rhode Island fishing in-
dustry in the Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
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Management Council. I am proud to 
support and fight in Congress for 
Rhode Island’s fishermen, and I encour-
age everyone to try the best seafood in 
America, which is Rhode Island sea-
food. 

f 

HONORING JUDGE FRANCES 
SECKINGER 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life 
of Judge Frances Seckinger, who 
passed away on March 2. I might also 
note that it is appropriate on Inter-
national Women’s Day to honor a great 
judge. 

Judge Seckinger served in the judi-
cial system when she was elected as a 
probate judge in Effingham County in 
1977. That election sparked the begin-
ning of a long and fruitful career in 
public service until her retirement in 
2008. It is also important to note that 
Judge Seckinger’s election made her 
the first female to hold an elected posi-
tion in the Effingham County Judicial 
System. 

Outside of her public service, Judge 
Seckinger was a faithful attendee of 
Springfield United Methodist Church, 
and she enjoyed hobbies such as cro-
cheting blankets for friends and fam-
ily. Judge Seckinger’s selfless career of 
community service and her love for 
family and others should serve as an 
inspiration for all of us. 

My condolences go out to Judge 
Seckinger’s family, and I hope they 
know how grateful I am for her years 
of service. 

f 

ELECTING MEMBERS TO CERTAIN 
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Mr. AGUILAR. Madam Speaker, by 
direction of the Democratic Caucus, I 
offer a privileged resolution and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 205 

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of 
Representatives: 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE: Mr. Bishop of 
Georgia. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES: Mrs. 
McClellan (to rank immediately after Mr. 
Davis of North Carolina). 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS: Mr. 
Schneider. 

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND TECH-
NOLOGY: Mrs. McClellan (to rank imme-
diately after Ms. Lee of Pennsylvania). 

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and is hereby, ranked as follows on 
the following standing committee of the 
House of Representatives: 

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET: Mr. Panetta (to 
rank immediately after Mr. Doggett). 

Mr. AGUILAR (during the reading). 
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-

sent that the resolution be considered 
as read. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

MAKING IN ORDER AT ANY TIME 
CONSIDERATION OF H. CON. RES. 
21, SYRIA WAR POWERS RESOLU-
TION 

Mr. MASSIE. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that it be in order 
at any time to consider H. Con. Res. 21 
in the House if called up by the chair of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs or 
his designee; that the concurrent reso-
lution be considered as read; that the 
previous question be considered as or-
dered on the concurrent resolution to 
adoption without intervening motion 
except for 1 hour of debate equally di-
vided among and controlled by Rep-
resentative MCCAUL of Texas, Rep-
resentative MEEKS of New York, and 
Representative GAETZ of Florida or 
their respective designees; and that the 
provisions of section 7 of the War Pow-
ers Resolution, 50 U.S.C. 1546, shall not 
apply to H. Con. Res. 20. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 140, PROTECTING SPEECH 
FROM GOVERNMENT INTER-
FERENCE ACT; PROVIDING FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF H.J. RES. 27, 
PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL OF A RULE SUB-
MITTED BY THE DEPARTMENT 
OF THE ARMY, CORPS OF ENGI-
NEERS, DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE AND THE ENVIRON-
MENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY; 
AND S. 619, COVID–19 ORIGIN ACT 
OF 2023 

Mr. MASSIE. Madam Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 199 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 199 

Resolved, That at any time after adoption 
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 140) to amend 
title 5, United States Code, to prohibit Fed-
eral employees from advocating for censor-
ship of viewpoints in their official capacity, 
and for other purposes. The first reading of 
the bill shall be dispensed with. All points of 
order against consideration of the bill are 
waived. General debate shall be confined to 
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
on Oversight and Accountability or their re-
spective designees. After general debate the 

bill shall be considered for amendment under 
the five-minute rule. In lieu of the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Oversight 
and Accountability now printed in the bill, it 
shall be in order to consider as an original 
bill for the purpose of amendment under the 
five-minute rule an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute consisting of the text of 
Rules Committee Print 118-1. That amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute shall be 
considered as read. All points of order 
against that amendment in the nature of a 
substitute are waived. No amendment to 
that amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be in order except those printed 
in the report of the Committee on Rules ac-
companying this resolution. Each such 
amendment may be offered only in the order 
printed in the report, may be offered only by 
a Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment, 
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the 
Committee of the Whole. All points of order 
against such amendments are waived. At the 
conclusion of consideration of the bill for 
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. Any Mem-
ber may demand a separate vote in the 
House on any amendment adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute 
made in order as original text. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the bill and amendments thereto to final 
passage without intervening motion except 
one motion to recommit. 

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 27) providing for 
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of the Army, 
Corps of Engineers, Department of Defense 
and the Environmental Protection Agency 
relating to ‘‘Revised Definition of ‘Waters of 
the United States’ ’’. All points of order 
against consideration of the joint resolution 
are waived. The joint resolution shall be con-
sidered as read. All points of order against 
provisions in the joint resolution are waived. 
The previous question shall be considered as 
ordered on the joint resolution and on any 
amendment thereto to final passage without 
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of 
debate equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure or their respective designees; and 
(2) one motion to recommit. 

SEC. 3. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
bill (S. 619) to require the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence to declassify information 
relating to the origin of COVID–19, and for 
other purposes. All points of order against 
consideration of the bill are waived. The bill 
shall be considered as read. All points of 
order against provisions in the bill are 
waived. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill and on any 
amendment thereto to final passage without 
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of 
debate equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence 
or their respective designees; and (2) one mo-
tion to commit. 

SEC. 4. The provisions of section 7 of the 
War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1546) shall 
not apply to a concurrent resolution intro-
duced during the first session of the One 
Hundred Eighteenth Congress pursuant to 
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